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L6: Entry 1 of 5 File: USPT Aug 19, 2003 

US-PAT -NO: 6609106 

DOCUMENT -IDENTIFIER: US 6609106 Bl 

TITLE: System and method for providing electronic multi-merchant gift registry 
services over a distributed network 

DATE-ISSUED: August 19, 2003 

INVENTOR-INFORMATION: 

NAME CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY 

Robertson; Steven C. Kent WA 98042 

APPL-NO: 09/ 307166 [PALM] 
DATE FILED: May 7, 1999 

INT-CL: [07] G06 F 17/60 



US-CL-ISSUED: 705/26; 705/27, 705/14 
US-CL-CURRENT: 705/26; 705/14, 705/27 

FI EL D-OF- SEARCH: 705/26, 705/27, 705/14 
PRIOR-ART-DISCLOSED: 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 






PAT -NO 


IS SUE- DATE 


PATENT EE -NAME 


US-CL 


□ 
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Veeneman et al. 
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5774874 
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Veeneman et al. 
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5826039 


October 1998 


Jones 


709/206 


□ 
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Whitmyer, Jr. 


707/10 
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5898594 
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Leason e t al . 


700/231 
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5963915 


October 1999 


Ki rsch 


705/26 
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5970474 


October 1999 


LeRoy et al. 


705/27 


□ 
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January 2000 


Arnold et al. 


709/200 
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6094681 


July 2000 


Schaffer et al. 


709/224 
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Thomas 


709/228 
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□ 6360254 March 2002 

□ r 639-3-49.Q. *** u^^^^May -2002' ^ 

□ 2002/0010623 January 2002 



Linden et al. 
S tiles et ah. ■ 
McCollom et al. 



709/219 

>7Q9'A313-* 
705/14 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

FOREIGN-PAT -NO PUBN- DATE COUNTRY US -CL 

WO 94/27226 November 1994 WO 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Anon., "Electronic Retailing :A Competitive Edge" HFD — The Weekly Home Furnishings 
Newspaper, vol. 57, p. 22, Dec. 19, 1983.* 

Anon., "JL Hudson Will Install Customer-Operated Computers in its Bridal Registries 
in 9/83," HFD, Aug. 22, 1983, p. 22.* 

Fox, B., "Here Comes the (New) Bridal Registry," Store Age Executive, Voo. 67, No. 
10 (Section 1), pp. 58-64, Oct. 1992.* 

Kehoe, A-M. , "Technology Comes to Tabletop," HFD — The Weekly Home Furnishings 
Newspaper, May 24, 1993, p. 45.* 

Barth, C, "Office Technology," Management Accounting, vol. 75/ No. 6, pp. 65-66, 
Dec. 1993.* 

Anon., "Carson's Quantum POS Leap," Chanin Store Age Executive, vol. 70, No. 1 
(Section 1), pp. 98-103, Jan. 1994.* 

Anon., "Bridal Registry Guide Joins Service Merchandise Family," Discount Store 
News, vol. 33, No. 19, pp. 11, Oct. 3, 1994.* 

Schwartz, D.B., "Net Sales," HFN, vol. 69, No. 8, p. 1+, Feb. 20, 1995.* 
Anon., "Giving the Perfect Graduation Gift Made Easy with Computerized Registry 
System," PR Newswire, May 2, 1995.* - 
Bernard, S., "A Website for Store Registries," HFN, vol. 69, No. 31, p. 27+/ Jul. 
31, 1995.* 

Bernard, S., "Purchasing Bridal Gifts via the Net," HFN The Weekly Newspaper for 

the Home Furnishing Network, vol. 69, No. 44, p. 31, Oct. 30, 1995.* 

Anon., "Santa Cruz, Wanting a Piece of Unix-Based Internet Action, Has "Atlas" 

Products and Services to Offer," Computergram International, No. 846, Feb. 7, 

1996.* 

The Microsoft Press Computer Dictionary, Third Edition, Microsoft Press, pp. 31, 
425, 426, and 434, 1997.* 

Anon., "New York Today" from the New York Times Makes On-Line Debut Thursday, Jun. 
16, PR Newswire, Jun. 15, 1998.* 

Sample, A., "The Wedding List Co. Debuts in New York," HFN, vol. 73, No. 14, p. 
51+, Apr. 5, 1999.* 

Anon., "Retailers Say "I Do" to Wedding Web Site," The Wall Street Journal, vol. 
CCXXXIII, No. Ill, p. B9, Jun. 9, 1999. ' 

ART-UNIT: 3625 

PRIMARY- EXAMINER: Rosen; Nicholas David 
ABSTRACT: 

An online Gift Registry Service provides registration of information for a gift 
registrant and allows access to the registry by potential gift giver users. In 
addition, users can tag items of interest at participating Service Provider (SP) 
sites and the SP sites will register these items with the Gift Registry Service on 
the user's behalf. It further provides a streamlined checkout process for 
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purchasing these gift items with the registered SP sites (e.g. World Wide Web 
sites) over a distributed public network. Users and Service Providers (SP) 
^initially - register with ■ the~Gift' Registry -Service* and ^are ^provided-additional ^-i*" 
functionality. For users, a reminder service is provided to notify individuals 
automatically upon the trigger of certain events, such as important dates or 
product sales from online merchants. In addition, there are various occasion 
planning services available such as distribution lists, discussion groups, and 
other related resources for multiple events including weddings, baby showers, etc. 
These other resources include sending out announcements, reserving halls, and 
contracting services of related businesses for the occasion. A distinct advantage 
of this system is that users can perform all the planning for the event online in 
the comfort of their home or office. Service Providers on the other hand, can 
register system notification messages to be triggered on pre-de te rmined events. In 
addition, Service Providers can obtain marketing information to tailor their 
products and services. 

19 Claims, 44 Drawing figures 
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L3: Entry 2 of 3 



File: USPT 



Jun 30, 1998 



US -PAT -NO: 5774874 

DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 5774874 A 
TITLE: Multi-merchant gift registry 
DATE-ISSUED: June 30, 1998 



I N VENT OR - 1 N FO RM AT I ON : 
NAME 

Veeneman; William J. 
Thomas; Barbara 
Remington; Debra 



CITY 

Minneapolis 

Chanhassen 

Hopkins 



STATE 
MN 
MN 
MN 



ZIP CODE 



COUNTRY 



ASSIGNEE -INFORMATION: 
NAME 

The Gift Certificate Center 



CITY 

Minneapolis 



STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY TYPE CODE 
MN 02 



APPL-NO: 08/ 562014 fPALMl 
DATE FILED: November 22, 1995 

PARENT -CASE: 

RELATED APPLICATIONS This is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application Ser. 
No. 08/132,604, filed Oct. 6, 1993, entitled GIFT REGISTRY APPARATUS AND METHOD, 
abandoned, which itself was a continuation-in-part of application Ser. No. 
08/062,470, filed May 14, 1993, abandoned. The present application is also related 
to Applicants' copending application entitled A METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR PROVIDING 
REGISTRY CARDS, filed on even date herewith and assigned to the assignee of the 
present invention, the disclosure of which is herein incorporated by reference. 

INT-CL: [06] G06 F 17/60 

US-CL-ISSUED: 705/27; 705/14 
US-CL-CURRENT: 705/27; 705/14 

FIELD- OF -SEARCH: 395/227, 395/226, 395/228, 395/229., 395/218, 395/214, 395/201, 
705/27, 705/26, 705/28, 705/29, 705/18, 705/14, 705/1 

PRIOR-ART-DISCLOSED: 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



PAT -NO 
3445633 



ISSUE-DATE 
May 1969 



PATENT EE -NAME 
Ratner 



US-CL 
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,3622995 


, -November. 1971- ^ 


v.--- ■ -> j /,wc * z** *Di 1 k s -et- a 1 - .i - 
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3804007 


April 1974 


Arciprete et al. 


□ 


4166945 


September 1979 


Inoyama 


n 


4554446 


November 1985 


Murphy et al. 
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4720785 


January 1988 


Shapi ro 


n 


4809837 


March 1989 


Hayashi 


□ 


4815741 


March 1989 


Small 


n 

i— i 


4916441 


April 1990 


Gombrich 


n 

i — i 


5047614 


September 1991 


Bianco 


n 


5083638 


January 1992 


Schneider 


n 


5160171 


November 1992 


Gregory et al . 


n 


5192854 


March 1993 


Counts 


r~i 
l_l 


r o n O A A c 


May iyyj 


Nanar et al. 


□ 


5243174 


September 1993 


Veeneman 


n 


5250789 


October 1993 


-Johnsen 


□ 


5329589 


July 1994 


Fraser e t al . 



OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

"Service Launches National Promo For Computerized Gift Registry", Arthur Markowitz, 
Discount Store News, Feb. 4, 1991.* 

"Merchandising Bridal Registry — 75 Years of Bridal Business", Doris Nixon, Gift & 
Decorative Accessories, May, 1992.* 

"E»ridal Business Booming Industry Courting Two-Career Couples", Gayle Young, et al; 
The Washington Post, 1985.* 

"Computer Systems Can Enhance Bridal Business, " author unknown, Gifts & Decorative 
Accessories, p. 42, 1989.* V90,N6. 

"On Line At Dillards's" (Management Information Systems at Dillard's Department 
Stores) (Retailing Technology and Operations Supplement) , Holly Haber, Women's Wear 
Daily, p. 5, 1989.* 

"Wedding Information Network Completes Public Offering: Reports Yead-End Results", 
author- unknown, PR Newswire, p. 2, 1987.* 

"Scanning System Will Help Choose a Gift", Lynn Underwood, Star Tribune Newspaper 
of the Twin Cities, p. 08E, 1992.* 

Famous Adding Jobs, Jim Gallagher, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, p. IE, 1992.* 
"Receiving Lines", Marge Colborn, The Detroit News, pT 15D, 1992.* 

"75 Years of Bridal Business", (The Evolution of the Bridal Registry and the Future 
of the Wedding Gift Registry), Doris Nixon, Gifts & Decorative Accessories, p. 32, 

1992. * 

"The National Bridal Service at 40: Bringing Tableware Profits to Retail Jewelers," 
Hedda T. Schupak, Jewelers Circular Keystone, p. 54, 19. 

"Building a Profitable Bridal Registry", Doris Nixon, Gifts & Decorative 
Accessories, p. 38, 1990.* 

"Technology Comes to Table top, " Ann-Margaret Kehoe, Home Furnishings Daily, May 24, 

1993. * 

Home Fashions Magazine , Jan,. 1993, p. 15.* 

Carter Hawley Hale Stores, Inc., John Greitzer, p. 33.* 

Chain Store Age Executive, Oct., 1992, "Here Comes the (New) Bridal Registry" pp. 
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58 &62. 



ART - UN IT'f *°2'4T " v ~ ' ' < ' • '* - ' ' -* - 

PRIMARY- EXAMINER: McElheny, Jr.; Donald E. 
ATTY-AGENT-FIRM: Patterson & Keough, P. A. 

ABSTRACT: 

The present invention provides a system for registering items selected by a 
registrant from a plurality of participating merchants for subsequent communication 
to a prospective purchaser. The system has a computer system that contains 
identifying information about the registrant. A portable input and storage device 
is provided that can be carried by the registrant into a plurality of participating 
stores. The portable input and storage device is capable of receiving and storing 
information regarding gifts that the registrant desires- to receive as presents. The 
input and storage device stores a unique identifier for the particular merchant 
each desired gift is from. A transfer device is provided connected to the computer 
system that receives the information regarding the registrant's desired gifts from 
the portable input and storage device and transfers the information to the computer 
system. Finally, a prospective purchaser interface device is provided that allows 
the prospective purchaser to view, sort or print a list of the gifts desired by the 
registrant and which particular merchant those gifts are from. 

14 Claims, 20 Drawing figures 
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L3: Entry 3 of 3 



File: USPT 



May 19, 1998 



US -PAT -NO: 5754981 

DOCUMENT -IDENTIFIER: US 5754981 A 



TITLE: Gift registry apparatus and method 



DATE-ISSUED: May 19, 1998 



INVENTOR-INFORMATION: 
NAME 

Veeneman; William J. 
Brooks; Phillip R. 
Poulter; Steven B. 



CITY 

Minneapolis 

Eagan 

Shorewood 



STATE 
MN 
MN 
MN 



ZIP CODE 



COUNTRY 



ASSIGNEE-INFORMATION: 
NAME 



CITY 



STATE ZIP CODE COUNTRY TYPE CODE 



The Gift Certificate Center, Inc. Minneapolis MN 



02 



APPL-NO: 08/ 473064 fPALMl 
DATE FILED: June 7, 1995 



PARENT -CASE: 

GIFT REGISTRY APPARATUS AND METHOD This is a Continuation of application Ser. ; No. 
08/179,535, filed Jan. 10, 1994, abandoned, which is a continuation of 08/132/604, 
filed on Oct. 6, 1993 (now abandoned) , which is a continuation-in-part of 
application Ser. No. 08/062,470, filed on May 14, 1993 (now abandoned). 

INT-CL: [06] G06 F 19/00 

US-CL- ISSUED: 705/26 
US-CL-CURRENT: 705 /26 

FIELD- OF -SEARCH: 705/26, 705/27, 705/1, 705/21, 705/22, 705/28, 705/23 



PRIOR-ART- DISCLOSED: 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




PAT-NO ISSUE-DATE PATENTEE -NAME US-CL 

□ 4720785 January 1988 Shapiro 

□ 4809837 March 1989 Hayashi 
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□ 4916441 April 1990 Gombrich 
• 5047.614 September, 1991- Bi 

□ 5243174 September 1993 Veeneman 

□ 5250789 October 1993 Johnsen 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

"Service Launches National Promo for Computerized Gift Registry", Arthur Markowitz, 
Discount Store News, Feb- 4, 1991. 

"Merchandising Bridal Registry — 75 Years of Bridal Business", Doris Nixon, Gift & 
Decorative Accessories, May, 1992. 

"Bridal Business Booming Industry Courting Two-Career Couples", Gayle Young, et al; 
The Washington Post, 1985. 

"Computer Systems Can Enhance Bridal Business," author unknown, Gifts & Decorative 
Accessories, p. 42, 1989. V 90, N 6. 

"On Line at Dillard's" (Management Information Systems at Dillard's Department 
Stores) (Retailing Technology and Operations Supplement), Holly Haber, Women's Wear 
Daily, p. 5, 1989. 

"Wedding Information Network Completes Public Offering: Reports Year-End Results", 
author unknown, PR Newswire, p. 2, 1987. 

"Scanning System Will Help Choose a Gift", Lynn Underwood, Star Tribune Newspaper 
of the Twin Cities, p. 08E, 1992. 

Famous Adding Jobs, Jim Gallagher, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, p. IE, 1992. 
"Receiving Lines", Marge Colborn, The Detroit News, p. 15D, 1992. 

"75 Years of Bridal Business", (The Evolution of the Bridal Registry and the Future 
of the Wedding Gift Registry), Doris Nixon, Gifts & Decorative Accessories, p. 32, 
1992. 

"The National Bridal Service at 40: Bringing Tableware Profits to Retail Jewelers," 
Hedda T. Schupak, Jewelers Circular Keystone, p. 54, 1991. 
"Building a Profitable Bridal Registry", Doris Nixon, Gifts & Decorative 
Accessories, p. 38, 1990. 

"Technology Comes to Table top, " Ann-Margaret Kehoe, Home Furnishings Daily, May 24, 
1993. 

Home Fashions Magazine, Jan., 1993, p. 15. 

Carter Hawley Hale Stores, Inc., John Greitzer, p. 33. 



ART-UNIT: 274 



PRIMARY- EXAMINER: McElheny, Jr.; Donald E. 
ATTY-AGENT-FIRM: Patterson & Keough, P. A. 



ABSTRACT: 

Gift registry apparatus provides registration of information for a gift registrant 
and allows access to the registry by potential gift giver users. The apparatus is a 
network of computer terminals used in conjunction with a bar code scanner. A 
registrant provides personal information. The bar code scanner is used to obtain 
product information on desired gifts. The personal information and the product 
information are associated together. The apparatus is accessed by potential gift 
givers to obtain printouts of potential gifts for particular registrants. 



14 Claims, 19 Drawing figures 
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L6: Entry 2 of 5 File: USPT 

US-PAT -NO: 6556975 

DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 6556975 Bl 

TITLE: Computer system and method for providing an on-line mall 
DATE-ISSUED: April 29, 2003 



Apr 29, 2003 



INVENT OR -IN FORMAT I ON : 
NAME 

Wittsche; L. William 



CITY 
Allen 



STATE 
TX 



ZIP CODE 
75002 



COUNTRY 



APPL-NO: 09/ 428741 TPALM1 
DATE FILED: October 28, 1999 

INT-CL: [07] G06 F 17/60 

US-CL-ISSUED: 705/26; 705/27, 705/14 
US-CL-CURRENT: 705/26; 705/14, 705/27 

FIELD-OF-SEARCH: 705/26, 705/27, 705/14 
PRIOR-ART-DI SCLOSED: 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



mi 





PAT -NO 


ISSUE-DATE 


PATENTEE-NAME 


US-CL 


□ 


4992940 


February 1991 


Dvorkin 


235/383 


□ 


5208665 


May 1993 


McCalley et al. 


725/114 


□ 


5710887 


January 1998 


Chelliah et al. 


345/835 


□ 


5754981 


May 1998 


Veeneman et al.= - 


705/26 


n 


6125353 


September 2000 


Yagasaki 


705/27 


□ 


2001/0011239 


August 2001 


Kondoh et al. 


705/27 


n 


2001/0014868 


August 2001 


Herz et al. 


705/14 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



FOREIGN-PAT -NO 
410105829 



PUBN-DATE 
April 1998 



COUNTRY 
JP 



US-CL 
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410162062 June 1998 JP 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 



) Press Release, Free Wedding Planning Products Guide Through the Process High-Tech 
Help for Those Saying V I Do", PR Newswire, Denver, Dec. 9, 1997, extracted on 
Internet from Dialog File 813 on 04.01/2002.* 

Hayes, Heather B, "The DLA E-Mail", Air Force times, Jul. 20, 1998, vol. 58 Issue 
50, DoD IT pl2, lp, lc extracted on Internet from "Corporate Resource Net" Database 
on Sep. 20, 2001.* 

Sandberg, Jared; Stone, Brad, "The Electronic Mall", Newsweek, Winter 98 Special 
issue Extra, plO, 6p, 9c* 

). Hayes, Heather B, "The DLA E-Mail", Air Force times, Jul. 20, 1998, vol. 58 
Issue 50, DoD IT pl2, lp, lc. 

ART-UNIT: 3625 . 
PRIMARY- EXAMINER: Coggins; Wynn 
ASSISTANT-EXAMINER: Garg; Y. C. 

ATT Y-AGENT -FIRM: Rourk; Christopher J. Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, LLP 
ABSTRACT: 

A computer system and method for providing an on-line mall. An on-line mall 
environment is provided. The on-line mall environment is partitioned into atvleast 
one community and having at least one store in each community. Each store is made 
available to a merchant to occupy. The merchant may customize the store by 
providing for storage on the on-line mall sight design data and merchandise data. 
Customers access the on-line mall through a remote location. The customers may 
connect with the on-line mall website through direct connection to the on-line mall 
or through links provided by other websites. Customer specific data is stored: on 
the on-line mall allowing the customer to enter purchasing data one time for the 
many stores in each community. Customer purchasing selections are stored and 
submitted to the mechant on standard intervals. 



24 Claims, 16 Drawing figures 
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File: USPT 



Jan 16, 2001 



US-PAT -NO: 6175823 

DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 6175823 Bl 

** See image for Certificate of Correction ** 

TITLE: Electronic gift certificate system 

DATE-ISSUED: January 16,. 2001 



INVENTOR-INFORMATION: 
NAME 

Van Dusen; Karen L. 



CITY 

Woodinville 



STATE 
WA 



ZIP CODE 



COUNTRY 



AS SI GNEE-INFORMAT ION : 

NAME CITY STATE 

Amazon.com, Inc. Seattle WA 



ZIP CODE 



COUNTRY 



TYPE CODE 
02 



APPL-NO: 09/ 153632 TPALM1 
DATE FILED: September 15, 1998 

INT-CL: [07] G06 F 17/60 

US-CL-ISSUED: 705/26; 705/14 
US-CL-CURRENT: 705/26; 705/14 



FIELD-OF- SEARCH: 705/26, 705/14, 707/501, 707/513 



PRIOR- ART- DISCLOSED: 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 





PAT-NO 


ISSUE- DATE 


PATENT EE -NAME 


US-CL 




□ 


5708780 


January 1998 


Levergood et al. 






□ 


5790793 


August 1998 


Higley 






□ 


5793972 


August 1998 


Shane 


395/200. 


49 


□ 


5812769 


September 1998 


Graber et al. 


395/200. 


12 


□ 


5860068 


January 1999 


Cook 


705/26 




□ 


5903878 


May 1999 


Talati et al. 


705/26 




□ 


5946665 


August 1999 


Suzuki et al. 


705/26 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



FOREIGN-PAT -NO PUBN-DATE COUNTRY US-CL 

WO 96/31826 October 1996 WO 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Michelle V. Rafter, "Livewire: Internet Makes It Easier to Buy Gifts", Sep. 16, 
1999. 

"Just in Time for Holidays: Webcertificate", ECommerce Times, Nov. 16, 1998. 
"Virtual Vineyards' Corporate Gift Program Offers Unique Ways to Reward Client 
Loyalty and Help Acquire New Customers via the Internet" PR Newswire, May 1998. 
"Corporate Gift Program Uncorked" Direct, vol. 10, p. 73, Jul. 1998. 
Bill Pietrucha, "A Tale of Three Web Sites", The Journal of Business Strategy, p. 
28, Feb. 1996. 

Fred Hapgood, "What Makes Virtual Vineyards Rule?", Inc, Jun. 1996. 
"Just in Time for Holidays: Webcertificate", E-Commerce Times, Nov. 1998. 
David A Fryxell, "Spotlight: NewsNet" Link-Up, pp. 10-11, Aug. 1992. 
"SilverPlatter to offer NewsNet' s NewsFlash" Information Today, pp. 1, 22, Apr. 
1997. 

Alice Klingener, "NewsNet Smart-mail: Push delivery gets smart", Online, pp. 46-47, 
Oct. 1997. 

ART-UNIT: 275 

PRIMARY- EXAMINER: Stamber; Eric W. 
ASSISTANT-EXAMINER: Vincent; Steven F 

ATTY-AGENT-FIRM : Knobbe, Martens, Olson & Bear, LLP * 
ABSTRACT: 

An electronic gift certificate system is disclosed which distributes electronic 
gift certificates in the form of e-mail documents that include hyperlinks for 
automating the redemption process. When a gift certificate recipient selects such a 
hyperlink, the recipient's computer automatically transmits a claim code to the 
merchant's Web site, and the site responds by automatically crediting the 
recipient's personal account with the gift certificate amount. When the recipient 
subsequently makes a purchase from the merchant's Web site, the recipient's account 
balance is automatically applied to the purchase price. 

28 Claims, 6 Drawing figures 
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File: PGPB 



Jul 24, 2003 



PGPUB- DOCUMENT -NUMBER : 20030138130 
PGPUB-FI LING-TYPE : new 

DOCUMENT-IDENTIFIER: US 20030138130 Al 

TITLE: GESTURE-CONTROLLED INTERFACES FOR SELF-SERVICE MACHINES AND OTHER 
APPLICATIONS 

PUBLICATION- DATE: July 24, 2003 
INVENTOR-INFO RMAT ION : 



NAME 


CITY 


STATE 


COUNTRY 


COHEN, CHARLES J. 


ANN ARBOR 


MI 


US 


BEACH, GLENN 


YPSILANTI 


MI 


us. 


CAVELL, BROOK 


YPSILANTI 


MI 


US 


FOULK, GENE 


ANN ARBOR 


MI 


us 


JACOBUS, CHARLES J. 


ANN ARBOR 


MI 


us 


OEERMARK, JAY 


ANN ARBOR 


MI 


us 


PAUL, GEORGE 


YPSILANTI 


MI 


us 



APPL-NO: 09/ 371460 [PALM] 
DATE FILED: August 10, 1999 

CONTINUED PROSECUTION APPLICATION: This is a publication of a continued prosecution 
application (CPA) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). 

RE LATE D- U S - AP P L - DAT A : 

Application is a non-provisional-of -provisional application 60/096126, filed August 
10, 1998, 

INT-CL: [07] G06 K 9/00 
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REPRESENTATIVE-FIGURES: 2 



A gesture recognition interface for use in controlling self-service machines and 
other devices is disclosed. A gesture is defined as motions and kinematic poses 
generated by humans, animals, or machines. Specific body features are tracked, and 
static and motion gestures are interpreted. Motion gestures are defined as a family 
of paramet rically delimited oscillatory motions, modeled as a linear-in-pa ramete rs 
dynamic system with added geometric constraints to allow for real-time recognition 
using a small amount of memory and processing time. A linear least squares method 
is preferably used to determine the parameters which represent each gesture. 



ABSTRACT: 
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Feature position measure is used in conjunction with a bank of predictor bins 
seeded vith the gesture parameters, and the system determines which bin best fits 
the obse-rved ^motion n^Re cog nizi*ig- static, pose g es tu re s^is^p re ferablyrpe reformed by , 
localizing the body/ object from the rest of the image, describing that object, and 
identifying that description. The disclosure details methods for gesture 
recognition, as well as the overall architecture for using gesture recognition to 
control of devices, including self-service machines. 

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

[0001] This application claims priority of U.S. provisional patent application 
Serial No. 60/096,126, filed Aug. 10, 1998, the entire contents of which are 
incorporated here by reference. 

Previous Doc Next Doc Go to Doc# 



http://westbrs:9000/b^ l&ESNAME=FRO&p Message-&p... 3/4/05 



First Hit Pr e vious Pqc Ne xt Doc QqXq Pqc# 




L7: Entry 2 of 6 File: PGPB May 8, 2003 

PGPUB- DOCUMENT -NUMBER: 20030088 462 
PGPUB-FI LING-TYPE: new 

DOCUMENT -IDENTIFIER: US 20030088462 Al 



TITLE: DEBIT CARD SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR IMPLEMENTING INCENTIVE AWARD PROGRAM 

PUBLICATION- DATE: May 8, 2003 

INVENTOR-INFORMATION: 



NAME 


CITY 




STATE 


COUNTRY 


CARRITHERS, DAVID C. 


ST. 


LOUIS 


COUNTY 


MO 


US 


RAPP, STEVEN G. 


ST. 


LOUIS 


COUNTY 


MO 


US 


STONE, GAYLA L. 


ST. 


LOUIS 


COUNTY 


MO 


US 


STOREY-WALLER, JODY A. 


ST. 


LOUIS 


COUNTY 


MO 


US 


RESCH, KIM A. 


ST. 


LOUIS 


COUNTY 


MO 


US 


MCGUIRE, KELLY K. 


ST. 


LOUIS 


COUNTY 


MO 


US 


ASHBY, TONI L. 


ST. 


LOUIS 


COUNTY 


MO 


US 


JACKSON, MARK 


ST. 


LOUIS 


COUNTY 


MO 


US 


HUFF, LOWELL 


MANCHESTER 


MO 


US 



ASSIGNEE -INFORMATION: 

NAME CITY STATE COUNTRY TYPE CODE 

Agovino; Frank R. 02 

APPL-NO: 09/ 399597 [PALM] 
DATE FILED: September 20, 1999 

CONTINUED PROSECUTION APPLICATION: This is a publication of a continued prosecution 
application (CPA) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). 



INT-CL: [07] G06 F 17/60 



US-CL-PUBLISHED: 705/14; 705/39, 705/41, 705/17 
US-CL-CURRENT: 705/14; 705/17, 705/39, 705/41 



REPRESENTATIVE-FIGURES: 1 



ABSTRACT: 



A debit card system for implementing an incentive award program for a customer 
having participants. A plurality of debit cards, each assigned to one participant 
and having a unique account number corresponding to an award account of the 
participant is part of the system. A bank filter processor accesses program data 
including data identifying the authorized unique account numbers of the 
participants, data identifying the authorized merchants and data indicating the 
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balance in each participant's award account. The filter processor compares this 
program data to the following transaction data: the initiating account number of 
^v-v*^^^ .transaction, the^-merx:han>t^ .1. ■• ^> .« ■-.> 

initiating merchant, and the data regarding the amount of the initiated 
transaction. The filter processor generates validating data for the transaction 
when the evaluated transaction data indicates that the transaction has been 
initiated by an authorized merchant using the unique account number of one of the 
participants having a sufficient balance in the participant's corresponding award 
account to cover the transaction. Otherwise, invalidating data is generated. 
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A system for providing evidence of payment wherein each transaction initiated 
through the system is assigned a unique code. This code, along with other 
information, such as the customer name or transactional information, is used to 
generate a two-dimensional barcode which may be sent in an electronic format to the 
customer. This two dimensional barcode may be stored on in electronic format until 
such time as the customer needs to show evidence of payment, at which time the 
customer may print the two dimensional barcode on a printer attached to the 
computer. ............ 
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ABSTRACT: 

A method and apparatus for reducing the balance of a consumer or educational loan 
obligation using a loyalty reward program is disclosed. Loan obligors can reduce 
the balances of their loan obligations by purchasing consumer goods and services 
that they would normally purchase. The method essentially comprises the steps of 
(a) establishing a site on a global computer network; (b) recognizing at least 
certain users of the site; (c) directing the recognized users to merchants; (d) 
enabling accumulation of loyalty points by the recognized users based upon 
purchases from the merchants; (e) monitoring the purchases by the recognized users 
from the merchants; (f) tracking the accumulated loyalty points; and (g) permitting 
selective redemption of the accumulated loyalty points. Users of the site are 
recognized by requiring them to provide initial registration information. 
Accumulated loyalty points may be categorized with a status of "pending" or a 
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status of "earned." Selective redemption of the accumulated loyalty points includes 
selective application of earned loyalty points to a loan of a recognized user to 
permifeE.epayme.n-t--o.fva-'-the^loanv:----or .selective, transfer of ^aarned-E^loyalty rpoints^rom w 
one recognized user to another recognized user. Information about accumulated, 
redeemed, and transferred loyalty points may be -displayed to a recognized user. 

Cross Reference to Related Applications 

[0001] This application claims priority to United States Provisional Application 
Serial No. 60/216,622, filed 7 July 2000 (the '622 application). The »622 
application is hereby incorporated by reference as though fully set forth herein. 
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This is a method and system whereby parties who know each other only by pseudonyms, 
such as by Internet e-mail addresses, may send and receive gifts while maintaining 
anonymity behind their pseudonyms. Steps of the method include receiving a request 
from a first pseudonymous party to take an order for a gift to be sent to a second 
party; obtaining from the first party an identification of the intended gift, and 
the pseudonym of the second party; and, looking up a non-pseudonymous name and 
address associated with the second in a database. Alternatively, the second party 
may be contacted and asked to confidentially reveal his or her name and mailing 
address for gift delivery purposes, while the second party's information is kept 
confidential from the first party, the second party has various choices including 
accepting the gift, accepting it upon certain conditions, or refusing it. The 
system of the invention includes components for permitting the first party to enter 
the second party's pseudonym; for determining the second party's true name and 
mailing address from his or her pseudonym; and, for sending the gift to the second 
party's true name and mailing address. 
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